50           SOURCES  OF  SUPPLY  OF LEAD  ORES
- calcite and galena occurs up to the surface, while the majority
of the easterly and westerly veins have a barytcs capping.
Oxidized ores are rare, and the galena contains no appreciable
amount of silver.
There are numerous mines in the district, the majority of
which arc abandoned and flooded, but during the last few
years a considerable portion of the area has been acquired
by the Shropshire Mines, Limited, which has undertaken the
construction of a deep drainage adit, the Leigh level, for
the purpose of unwatcring a large group of the mines. It
is hoped that this, when completed, will enable the proper-
ties to be worked to considerably greater advantage than
formerly.
The output of lead ore for this district reached a maximum
I                    in 1875,  when 7,932  tons of concentrate   wore   produced,
?                   chiefly from the Roman Gravels, Tankerville and Snailbeach
f                    Mines, since when the production has more or less steadily
I                    decreased, and at the present time there is only one mine
;                    (The Bog) from which any lead ore is obtained.    By far the
I                    largest production has come from Snailbeach Mini*,  which,
jj                    until recent years, maintained a continuous yearly output,
i                    but is now flooded.    The mineral statistics of  the district
i1                    show that many of the properties have had a chequered
['                    history, and the productions of even the best mines rapidly
I                    declined before the cessation of operations.    Subsequent re-
opening of some of them does not appear to have met with
any substantial success. It is said that a fall in the price of
lead, combined with heavy pumping and transport costs,
militated against successful operations, and as the latter items
have now been seriously taken in hand by the present com-
,;                    pany, the former by means of a deep adit and the latter by
the erection, of an aerial ropeway, it is hoped that the district
may again become an important producer of on*.
Although lead mining has so seriously declined, the produc-
tion of barytcs, on the other hand,  has very considerably
;                     increased.    This material is obtained largely from the old
workings or adjacent veins, above water -level    It forms a
J                    gangue or capping to many of the veins, and was formerly
I                    largely disregarded, but now commands a ready sale.